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for nature and research

serpentine soils, unusual geologic for-

deep inside the earth that occur sporad-
ally on the eastern side of the San Andreas Fault. The
aining serpentine grasslands on the

- other majo
Peninsula where the pubhc can easily view the spec-
_acular spring bloom of unique plants is a few mlles t
‘the north at Edgewood County Park, \ :
- Serpentine soﬂs are so chemlcally unfriendly tha

i i{only native plants can survwe They have had eons to

} ompete and crowd out the less ag-
¢ plants and grasses. ,
become vividly apparent on Jasper
ring when the native flowers bloom-en
oduce before the summer heat and
An invisible line seems-to separate ar-
t color from fields of lush green grass.
the boundary where the serpentine grass-

-land begins. and the sandstone ends,” says Dr. Cohen

during a spring stroll over the ridge. -
~ While the serpentine grasslands are spectacular
and: important to research, Jasper -Ridge also pro-

vides a wide variety of other habitats that are valuable

for study. Meadows, lakes, swamps, chaparral, stands
of oak and redwood, and streams are home to many
spemes of plants and animals that can teach us about
our environment.

ThlS variety, and its prox1m1ty to Stanford, make

vaasper Ridge ideal for a biological experiment area.

Costs are lower, travel is shorter -and logistics are

easier. “It’s so accessible,” says Dr. Cohen.

Research

Research at Jasper Ridge goes way back to the early
days of Stanford University. The first master’s degree
based on research at the ridge was granted in 1896; the
thesis subject was.the genus ‘manzanita.

_After more than a century, research is thriving,
with 42 research papers published last year. Even
though the checkerspot butterfly is close to gone from
the ridge, scientists are considering an experiment to

. re-introduce the species.

The most exciting new research program at Jasper

- Ridge will examine multiple factors that may be in-
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admmzstratwe director of Jasper

ic Preserve, lives in Menlo Park with
dy Stead, and their son, Benjamin.

than a single factor,” says Dr. Cohen. “It’s trymg to link

,volved in global climate change. Dr Harold Mooney and

his colleagues will spend three years studying how

. warmer temperatures, increased carbon’ d10x1de in-

creased nitrogen in the soil (deposited by air pollutlon)
and changes in prempxtanon, wﬂl affect growth of

grassland plants

The million-dolla project is bemg funded by the Na-

~ tional Science Foundation program on Terrestrial Ecol-
ogy and Global Change. It builds on a five- -year,
‘multi-institution study of :
‘bon dioxide
on local grassland ecology

component in global warmmg —

~ “This is the only project of its kind anywhere inthe
world that looks at multlple factors interacting rather -

global change to these small communities.”

r the first tume within memory, Stanford’s Jasper Ridge Brologrcal Preserve

will be open to the public Sunday, May 17, for Discovery Day. :
ic is invited to visit the preserve and learn about its history and the scientific
is condUcted there. Visitors can walk on trails in part of the preserve and visit
‘ more than 20 stations staffed by researchers and docents

HEN Sunday, May 17. Visitors may enter between 9 a.m. and 2:30 p m.
‘ and must leave by 4 p.m.

Visitors coming by car should park at Addison Wesley, 2725 Sand Hill Roadin
Park and ride free shuttle buses to the preserve, which is on Stanford lands
_ south of the Stanford Linear Accelerator off of Sand Hill Road.

. BlyCYCLISTS,may enter through the main gate at 4001 Sand Hill Road.
COST: Admission'is free, and no reservations are required.

WHAT TO BRING: Visitors should bring water, appropnate sun protectlon and a
. plcmc lunch. nght refreshments only will be available. No pets or smoking allowed.

MORE INFORMATION about Jasper Rldge Biological Preserve can be o

obtained on its web site: http://jasper1.stanford.edu/.




‘ vmdly the awesomme capamty of nature to change the
landscape dunngasmgle ﬂoodmg event. At their peak, 15 years for Searsville lake to become Searsvﬂle

~ Meadow. “It’s unlikely we can preserve the lake,” he

absolutely awesome * says Dr

Creek has the highest sediment

the Santa Cruz Mountains.”

of ummer & he 5ays.
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Dr. Cohen points to a forest of mid-sized trees near the

wheeled bridge. “In 1970 this was open lake,” he says.
“We’re talking about enormous change in a short pe-
riod of time. People think of landscape changes as sub-
tle. There is nothmg subtle here.”

~ While Stanford is still pondering what to-do about '
Searsville Lake in the long term — whether to dredge

_it, tear down the dam, raise the damfor flood control,: ;

or leave it alone — Dr. Cohen notes it would be ex-

tremely expensive and disruptive to-do anything but let

nature take its course. He esnmates it will take another

says, adding hopefully, “I want to learn from it.”
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Corte Madera Creek moved so much during the

ills, the delta expands and trees grow ﬂoods tbat Stanford put wheels on its brzdge

B Environmental Volunteers
# Checkerspot Butterflies
B History of Searsvnlle Dam
B Tracks and Scat

B Archeology

B Fish of the Preserve '

; " Photo courtesy, Portola Valley archives.
Domenico Grosso, known as the bermit of .

Jasper Ridge, spent years digging around
Jasper Ridge in a vain search for silver. His

. cabin was a favorite destination for bundreds
of Stanford students who used to call hzm

“Domzngo” or “Carramba




